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ACTION NEA- 10 

INEO OCT-01 AE-10 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 10-13 /087W 

129510 021316Z/45 

R021158ZMAY78 
PM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
INEO SECSTATE WASHDC 8235 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 1965 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, IS, ET 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI CONTACT WITH ETHIOPIA 

REF: TEL AVIV 5652 

1. REPTEL WAS PIRST INDICATION THAT THIS EMBASSY AND, TO 

THE BEST OP OUR KNOWLEDGE, ANY OTHER EMBASSY IN ADDIS ABABA 
HAD OF AMBASSADOR AYNOR'S VISIT TO ETHIOPIA. IT IS A BIT 
IRONIC TO NOTE THAT ISRAEL CLAIMS IT HOPES TO PRESERVE 
THROUGH ITS PRESENCE AN AT LEAST MINIMAL WESTERN 
INPLUENCE IN ETHIOPIA ISASMUCH AS THERE ARE STILL AT LEAST 
16 WESTERN EMBASSIES BUT NO ISRAELI ONE. "OTHER" ISRAELI 
CONTACTS HAVE BEEN MINIMAL HERE SINCE MENGISTU 
ASKED THEM TO LEAVE FOLLOWING DAYAN'S SPEECH ON THE 
SUBJECT OP ISRAELI ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA. 

2. AYNOR'S VISIT, HOWEVER, SUPPORTS OUR THESIS THAT 
MENGISTU STILL IS WILLING TO TAKE RISK WITH RADICALS TO 

KEEP AS MANY WINDOWS AS POSSIBLE, SMALL THOUGH THEY MAY BE, OPEN 
ON THE WEST. EMBASSY ADDIS WOULD BE PARTICULARLY INTER- 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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ESTED IN ANYTHING EMBASSY TEL AVIV CAN PICK UP PROM 
AYNOR ON WHAT LT. COL. (NOT GENERAL) MENGISTU ACTUALLY 
SAID TO HIM. 

MATHERON 
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